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94 arrested 
in police 
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swoops 


Eight further arrests of supporters of the family 
of Colin Roach as they protested at the court 
appearance of those arrested earlier brought the 


total of people charged to 94. 
arrest of Colin's father, 


James Roach, 


12 March, exactly two months after his son was 


found shot in the doorway of Stoke Newington police 
For full story see page 8. 


station. 


TENTH 
BIRTHDAY 
ISSUE 


COMING NEXT MONTH is our 
wonderful tenth birthday 
issue. Yes, hackney's 
favourite radical reading 
matter was born in May 1973, 
and we are working on a 
special commemorative issue. 


What we need is your 
contribution to this unique 
event. What's happened to 
you - and Hackney - over 
the last ten years? Have 
you been involved in 


something that has grown 
and flourished - or withered 
and died? What do you 


remember best about 1973? 
We would welcome any 
articles, photographs, 
poems, drawings that you 
send us. The copy date 
for this issue is Wednesday 


20 April. 


Above, we show the 
on Saturday 


Hackney's decentralisation 
programme may break down can- 
pletely. That is the depres- 
sing conclusion to nearly a 
year of work by countless 
people, following the with- 
drawal of what was supposed 
to be the final draft, the 
"Redprint''. 


This has now been handed 
over to a completely new 
group of Council Officers, 
the political assistants to 
the chairs of the various 
committees, with instructions 
that it should be completely 
rewritten. This group, the 
Political Research Unit, has 
taken on the new draft as a 
sop to those councillors in 
the Labour Group who were 
unhappy with the way they had 
been excluded fram drafting 
the original redprint. 


The draft has been critic- 
ised fran two campletely opp- 
osite directions. Some sen- 
ior councillors, particularly 
the chairs of Housing and 
Social Services, Charles 
Clarke and Patrick Kodikara, 
are known to be unhappy bec- 
ause it was proposed to hand 
over too much power to neigh- 
bourhood cammittees. 


Community groups, partic-— 
ularly those involved in 
Hackney Community Action, do 


Hackney . 


funding 


funding a Turkish group with 
alleged fascist connections. 


The Islington Gutter Press 
reported last month that the 
Council had endorsed a 
£95,000 grant application 
from the United Kingdom 
Turkish Islamic Trust (UKTIT) 
to convert an old synagogue 
into a mosque at 9-15 
Shacklewell Lane, E8. 

In 1980 Searchlight magazine 
alleged that the building 
had been used by members of 
the Grey Wolves, a right- 
wing terrorist organisation. 

Mr Ramadan Guney, leader 
of UKTIT also had knowledge 
of two death threats against 
a Turkish.member of the 
Hackney Cypriot Association. 
Mr Guney was said to have 
wanted the Cypriot Associat- 
ion to help his group apply 
for funds from the council. 

Mr Guney, who represents 
both Turkish and Greek Cyp- 
riots as a co-opted member 


Hackney Council has been enbar- 
assed by the disclosure that it is 


PRINT 


ON THE 


not think that the proposals 
go far enough and are tpo 
vaguely drafted. 


So a lot of back-pedalling 
is now going on. Some men 
bers are worried about giving 
too much power to the neigh- 
bourhood committees in. case 
they are taken over by what 
they see as "failed Liberal 
candidates" and the like. 

So no options for neighbour- 
hood committees are to be 
spelt out at the moment. 


The description used now 
about the timetable is that 
there will be a "Phased app- 
roach". There is talk about 
setting up same of the neigh- 
bourhood centres by December 
of this year - but that date 


ROCKS 


looks very far away. And, of 
course, the whole draft will 
still have to be negotiated 
with the unions. That process 
could take many months. 


It is worth noting too that 
the Council did not really 
want the draft redprint 
discussed as widely as it 
has been. Although it was 
not confidential, it was not 
suposed to be circulated to 
all and sundry. However 
Hackney Conmunity Action made 
copies available to all their J 
affiliated groups, and encour- 
aged people to attend an open 
meeting to discuss their 
criticisms and response. A 
report of this meeting 
appears on page 5. 


of the Community Development 
Committee, circulated a 
controversial letter that 
condemned the Council for 
supporting certain Turkish 
Education groups in Hackney. 


He described them as: 
"a handful of hard-core mili- 
tant Marxists who poison the 
Turkish workers with the mad- 
dening venom of Vladimir 
Illyich Lenin and Leon 
Trotsky...These were the 
people who played havoc with 
Turkish democracy by Sandi- 
nista butcheries and mass 
terrorisings." 


Guney is also involved 


with the Hackney Muslim Action 
Committee, which is protesting 


that Partnership grants to 
Muslim groups are being 
sabotaged. UKTIT have only 
received a small portion 

of their grant. 


Mr Guney has saia: "The 
officers of the Borough 
Council are engaged in 
delaying tactics under the 
orders of politicians." 

Andrew Puddephatt, Chair 
of the Community Development 
Committee told HPP: "I'm 
absolutely convinced that 
UKTIT have been treated 
fairly." 

Puddephatt added that the 
Council took Guney's reported 
links to the Grey Wolves and 
death threats "very 
seriously." "We're very 
concerned about conncetions 
to organisations that are 
likely to incite sectarian 
conflicts and violence," 
said Puddephatt. "A thorough 
examination of the Council's 
links with the United Kinag- 
dom Turkish Islamic Trust is 
in order." 


NUPE/ Council 
dispute 


Dear HPP, 

I am writing to you about 
your rather one-sided cover- 
age of the recent WUPE 
officers dispute with Hackney 
council. 

The main issue has been, 
wnat should a Council admini- 
stration do about senior 
Council officers who actively 
work against Council policy? 
The existing disciplinary 
proceedures, which are en- 
compassed in the Staff Code 
(a document agreed between 
the Council and all the 
constituent unions) allows 
for the sunmary dismissal 
of any employee on the 
grounds of gross or severe 
misconduct. 

Instead of implementing 
this provision, tie Council 
Jeadership fudged the issue. 
On the advice of leading 
Couricil officials, obviously 
concerned about their future 
nay-offs, the leadership 
decided to terminate June 
Simpson's contract on the 
grounds of loss of confi- 
dence and awarded her 
early retirement. This 
meant that the Council added 
10 years to ner existing 
pension rignts and then 
bumped up ner Jump sum 
entitlement by £10,000 
from £16,500 to £26,500. 

Tne cry of foul play was 
led in NUPE Officers by 
Principal Officers wo 
(like June Simpson and 
Frank Lillon) nad deser-. 
ted NALGO wnen it had been 
defending two low paid 
workers against the previ- 
ous Council administration. 
Interestingly enough, the 
cause of HUPE Officers 
(a notoriously right wing 
anti-Trade Union organis- 
ation) was unquestioningly 
supported by Hackney iunici- 
pal Communist Party. It is 
clear from the continual 
upping of their demands that 
certain elements in NUPE 
Officers were using the 
dispute as a convienient 
excuse to attack a Council 
whose policies they abliored, 
especially those on equal 
opportunities. The puzzling 
aspect of tnis unholy 
alliance is the role of 
Hackney Municipal Communist 
Party, as Les Skeates spent 
last summer trailing Council 
leader Anthony Kendall around 
the Soutn of France’ 

In order to resolve the 
dispute the Council have 
agreed to increase the pay- 
off to June Simpson. A few 
thousand pounds may be a 
minor financial price, but 
an incalculable one in terms 
of the sacrifice of princip- 


les, for an allegedly radical, 


socialist administration. 

One wonders whether any of 
tne low paid workers who 

lost three days pay by strik- 
ing in support of June 
Simpson, will see any of this 
additional money? 


Yours in solidarity. 
John Rehahn, Hackney’ 
HALGO Branch Chair. 


ROACH 


Dear Editor, 


On 12 February I was 
arrested on a demonstration 
calling for an independent 
pudlic inquiry into the death 
of Colin Roach at Stoke 
Newington Police Station. 

I was arrested for no other 
reason than being on the 
street protesting aboutthe 
Geath of Colin. For this I 
have been falsely charged 
with threatening behaviour, 
assault on the» police, 
obstructing the highway, 
obstructing the police. 

In the van along with other 
demonstrators, I was insluted, 
intimidatec and assaulted, ie 
I was grabbed Sy the ear 
which was twistedamtil it 
bled. I was held wtil 
Monday morning then taken to 
court. 

On 24 February under a 
pretext of looking for a man 
who had supposedly entered 
my house, without a warrant 
my house was raided by nine 
police officers accompanied 
oy two dogs. Two days later 


ARRESTED ON 


the police attempted to 
intimidate me when I went to 
make a complaint to Deptford 
Police Station. This 
harassment cones as no shock 
to me as I am a member of the 
Revolutionary Black Activists 
and I am not the only black 
political activist to have 
been arrested and harassed 
during this campaign as in 
the case of Ace Kelly. 

At Old Street Magistrates 
court, on 8 March, I was 
accuseca of being a ring- 
leader at the ‘disturbances’ 
I have been banned fran 
entering the Borough of 
Hackney. 

I intend now to make a 
formal complaint against 
both Stoke Newington and 
Deptford police, and I urge 
you to write to both these 
police stations condemning 
these actions. 

I appear at Old Street Mag- 
istrates court on 10 May at 
2.00pm. 

Cirus Noor 
Spokesman (Revolutionary 
Black Activists) 


TWIN FOR PEACE 


Dear Editor, 


As a contribution to the GLC's 
Peace Year, South Hackney 
Camunist Party branch would 
like to propose a ‘Peace 
twinning' between Hackney, 
a part/suburb of Washington 
DC, and of Moscow. 

We see this as having 
three parts: 


- direct contact between 
peace groups in the three 
areas, to develop under- 
standing of aims and practi- 
cal joint action; 


- a council-level 'peace 
twinning!, which could 
build on our existing twinn- 
ing with a part of Moscow, 
and add to this an important 
American link. Other areas 
in England are exploring and 
establishing links, such as 
Sheffield and Brent, and 

we would like to see Hackney 
in the forefront of what can 
become an important move- 
ment; 


- besides, through peace 
groups and our local council, 
we would like to see commumni- 
cation between the people and 
croups in these three 

places, including tenants' 
associations, union branches 
and cammunity groups. 


This is very important for 
trying to stop any possible 


nuclear war. The chance to 
share opposition to nuclear 
weapons, and to share ways of 
life, will give us our own 
view of people in these two 
other countries, and help us 
counter war propaganda, which 
feeds on ignorance and 
portrays possible enemies as 
aliens, who do not have the 
same human concems. 


Contact, of course, must 
be continual, and we hope 
that groups might consider 
what they have to share with 
their counterparts in the 
other towns. 


We would therefore ask 
1) Hackney Council to set 
up these 'peace twinnings' 
2) Hackney CND to establish 
direct links with peace 
groups in the areas 
3) tenants'associations, 
union branches, community 
groups all to discuss how 
to make such contacts useful 
in a practical way and to 
pass resolutions expressing 
support. 

We hope people will consider 
this. We will be calling a 
public meeting shortly to 
look at the initiative and, 
we hope, to begin making it 
a reality. 


Mick Regan, : 
Secretary, South Hackney and 
Shoreditch Communist Party 


Canal Solution 


Bear HPP 


While I was in Hackney I was 
able to get hold of a copy of 
HPP which helped me to be 
more up to date with Hackney 
events. 

On page. 5 1 saw the picture 
of two girls with posters “ilo 
Juggernauts on Balls Pond 
Road". The picture itself is 
explanatory to me: to go 
along the Kingsland Road or 
Essex Road can be a nightmare 
at the height of the rush- 
hour. 

With a little consideration 
I think that the problem could 


be resolved. When one looks 
at the map one sees that the 
Grand Union Canal links the 
Thames with Birmingham water- 
ways at Brentford. 


With a little imagination 
I am sure these canals could 
be used, there-by taking the 
heavy traffic off the roads. 
The alterations would not 
pe costly. It would give 
work to many of those unem- 
ployed and save time and 
money. 
Yours sincerely, 
A.Sirotkin. 


Peck in a pickle 


Polly Peck, a dress manu- 
facturing company with work- 
shops in Hackney, hit the 
headlines in financial circles 
last month. 


Asil Nadir saw millions 
of pounds wiped off the value 
of his company when represen- 
tatives of the Cyprus Govern- 
ment, which controls the 
Greek area of the island, 
asked the Stock Exchange to 
investigate Polly Peck's 
Cyorus activities. 


The company's share price 
plummeted from £32 to £16, 
rallied to £24 and then 
crashed to £10. At one 
point Nadir had to ask the 
Stock Exchange to suspend 
dealings in Polly Peck 
shares. When HPP went to 
press the shares had risen 
again to £18. 


These City jitters had 
been caused by a statement 
from the Cyprus High Com 
mission that the company 
owed the Turkish authorities 
£619,000 in back taxes. 


Nadir maintained however 
that his company had been 
granted a tax exemption. 

A spokesperson for the 


ADVERTISE IN HPP’s 
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Turkish Federated State of 
Cyprus confirmed this, 
saying: "any investment 

in the Free Trade zone of 
Cyprus will be tax exempt: 
for six years from January 
1, 1983." This was shorter. 
than the eight year tax 
holiday claimed by Mr Nadir. 


More importantly, Polly 
Peck is implicated in a case 
at the European Commission 
for Human Rights, where the 
Greek-Cypriot authorities 
claim that the company is 
"exploiting property owned 
by the Republic of Cyprus 
and by Greek Cypriots." 
Polly Peck is allegedly 
occupying a government 
warehouse and using a 
private, Greek-owned 
factory. . 


These allegations were of 
little interest to the City, 
which was preoccupied by a 
loss to shareholders of 
£150 millions. Polly Peck 
was seen as a Cinderella in 
the City, but few eyebrows _ 
were raised at the implicat- 
ion that the company's 
phenomenal profits were 
derived from an ugly 
collaboration with the 
Turkish military authorities. 


HPP's tenth anniversary issue will be published this 
May, and we are hoping to make it a very special 


edition. 


It will, we hope, contain extra pages, 


retrospective looks at Hackney over the last ten years, 
selected highlights from East London's premier alter- 
native journalism, pictures, photographs, full-colour 
supplements, bingo, in-depth political analysis, 

guest writers, competitions, crosswords, quizzes, 
reviews, jokes - or at least some of these. 


We are offering you now the chance to book 
advertising space now in this special issue at 


the most advantageous rates. 


Space is bound to be 


in demand - and may even have to be limited! - so make 
sure that you or your group get your activities 
displayed to Hackney's most influential audience 


through this special issue. 


Rates are as follows: 
Whole page: £70.00 
One-fifth page: £15.00 


Half page: £35.00 
One-tenth page: £8.0 


One-twentieth page: £5.00 ‘ 


These rates are for advertisements with artwork supplied. 


If we have to do your artwork, it will be charged at 
ost. Size of artwork will be supplied on booking. 


lease fill in and return the form below: 


To: the advertising supremo, HPP, 47a Grayling Rd, N.16. 


YES! Please reserve me 


special tenth anniversary issue of HPP. 


page space in the 
I will supply 


you with artwork or copy (delete whichever not 
applicable) by Friday 15 April. 


NAME 
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MRS 
MCARTHUR’S 


_. HERE TO STAY 


Stanley Clinton-Davis also 
maderepresentations on Mrs 
McArthur's behalf. 


Mrs Erla McArthur popped 
a bottle of champagne to 
celebrate her escape from 
~ the immigration machine. 


The Home Office notified 
Mrs McArthur last month that 
she and her six-year old 
son Eon would be allowed to 
remain in Britain. 


"I feel how the Israelites 
must have felt coming out of 
Egypt," said Mrs McArthur. 
"It's been an Egypt for me 
for the past three years." 


Mrs McArthur lives in 
Homerton with Eon and daugh- 
ters Gwendoline, Andrea and 
Simone. Mrs McArthur came 
to England in 1960 but 
retured to Guyana (not 
Ghana, as reported in 
HPP in February) to care 
for her mother in 1976. 


When Mrs McArthur tried 

to regularise her status 

‘ after returning to Britain 
in 1980, the Home Office 
told her that she and Eon 
would not be allowed to stay. 
Gwendoline, Simone and 
Andrea were all born in 
Britain and can not be de- 
ported under the present 
laws. 


The Family Centre took 
up her cause. The McArthur 
Campaign organised Town 
Hall meetings, a petition 
and a publicity drive call- 
ing for letters of support 


to be sent to the Home Office. 


The pressure succeded and 
early in March Mrs McArthur 
received a letter from 
Minister David Waddington 
telling her that he would 
treat her case as an 
exception. 


Barnor Hesse, who helped 
to run the campaign, said: 
"It took us all by surprise. 
We were prepared for a long 
drawn out struggle. For 
Mrs McArthur, though, it was 
an eternity." 


Looking back on her three 
year campaign, Mrs McArthur 
said: "You take it for 
granted and you think nothing 
affects you. My fight has 
made me more aware of the 
plight of coloured people in 
this country. I'd like to 
be involved in the fight for 
all people to obtain their 
rights." 


Mrs McArthur's case has 
shown that a combination of 
effective organisation and 
luck can occasionally win 
concessions from the Hame 
Office, but you cannot rely 
on that. The continuing 
controversy surrounding 
the death of Colin Roach 
shows that government cam- 
passion is in short sunply. 
Mrs McArthur's victory is 
a rare exception to the 
racist norm. 


little stevie 
wonder? 


Hackney's Mistra Know-It-All, 
Steve (call me Wonder) Scott 
swept back to the Council 
last month in a sensational 
left-wing victory in the 
Browaswood Ward by-election. 
It was, you understand, only 
a relatively left-wing victory 
since the late and not much 
lamented Henry Levy was not 
what one might call one of 
Nature's radicals. Steve is 
a moderate kind of guy, but 
we're counting it as a gain, 
expecially as it fell in the 
week of the centenary of 

Karl Marx's death. And, we 
note (Tory press please copy) 
this victory took place in 
the Hackney ward nearest 

to Highgate cemetery: Is this 
significant? What can it all 


‘ mean? Where are we going? 


Will Spurs qualify for 
Europe? 

Back to important matters. 
Hackney's smoothest travel 
agent had only been back in 
the Council chamber a few 
minutes when he was bobbing 
up and down proposing a 
wrecking amendment to the 
rate proposals, wiping out 
the money allocated for 
uncommitted growth and; 
decentralisation. This did 
not go down very well with 
the leadership. Once upon 
a time newly elected members 
were expected to maintain a 
discreet silence on the back 
benches before they were 
allowed to do anything 
important, like represent the 
Council on the North Thames 
Gas Consumer Pare] Administ- 
ration Arrangments Committee 
(Grants, Allocations and 
Central Heating Leaks Sub- 
Committee) or receiving yet 
another delegation from the 


~ German Democratic Republic 


Now they're in there, asking 
awkward questions, calling 
for control over the police, 
being rude to the Liberals, 
becoming chair of this or 
that and generally behaving 
as though saialism is just 
around the corner. Nothing 


April Fools? 


A sponsored Table Tennis 
Marthon is to take place at 
Stoke Newington Community 
Association from 7pm on Fri 
1 st April. In an attempt 
to beat the 5 day (135 hrs) 
record in the Guinness book 
Ken Auguste and Lee Cohen 
will be sacrificing their 
health for charity. 


The charities are SNCA 
itself, which provides fac- 
ilities for people of all 
ages at the Old Fire Station, 
61 Leswin Rd, N16, and the 
Handicapped Children in Hack 
Hackney. This provides 
facilities for hancicapped 
Children and their families. 
More information on them can 
be obtained on 985 8869. 


Visitors are welcome and 
refreshments will be avail- 
able, so get your sponsor-— 
ship form now if you've not 
got one already ana go give 
Ken and Lee some support. 
Tel SNCA for more details 
and the latest news. 


good will come of it, I tell 
you. We'll have left-wingers 
running the Council next. 

Is there much for the 


' leadership to feel threatened 


by? There shouldn't be, if 
One looks at the situation 
On paper. Anthony Kendall 
was elected leader last May 
by a 3 to 2 ratio majority. 
But the coalition that 
elected him was a pretty 
precarious one. There are 
some of those who do not 
consider him to be a genuine 
left-winger. There are 
probably some who consider 
him to be *60 left-wing. And, 
in contrast with the policy 
with which he is perhaps 
most personally identified, 
decentralisation, there is 
perhaps a feeling that the 
leadership itself has become 
too personalised and central- 
ised. 


collapse 


Now this may or may not be 
true. I am just a humble 
pundit. But there is a danger 
that the whole decentralisat- 
ion policy will just collapse. 
Every day brings further 
storm clouds gathering. An 
inconclusive round of consult- 
ation here, a poorly drafted 
redprint there. It must some- 
times seem as though the 
whole pack of cards will blow 
over. Kendall does have a 
genuine commitment to the 
policy, and really believes 
that it will result ina 
radical change in the three- 


way .relationship between the 
Council, its workers and the 
people of the borough. And 
of course it would - if it 
does come about. 

It's not the job of this 
colymn to go in for self- 
fulfilling prophecies. We 
are not like the average 
political commentator on a 
rag like The Times, here at 
HPP. You won't find any 
rubbish like “senior Labour 
Party sources" or "members 
of the Shadow Cabinet were 
saying last night" in this 
organ. So I am not saying 
that there is a threat to 
the leadership, on the lines 
of the attack on Michael 
Foot that the Tory press 
was trying to whip up after 
Bermondsey. But a defeat 
over decentralisation - and 
that is not at all improbable - 
would be at the very least 
a complete demoralisation. 

The political will to lead 
the Council in its continuing 
struggle with the Government - 
particularly if we get another 
five years of Thatcherism - 
might be missing. 

And that's the real crunch. 
It will be no fun at all being 
in local government if the 
Tories get another go. This 
time round, they'll be playing 
the game for real. There 
probably won't be any local 
government left. There may 
not even be any world left. 
And with that in mind, even 
modest victories like 
Brownswood - or even Darling- 
ton - pale into insignificance. 


Advertisement 


Danny and Bernie left school with little chance 
of finding decent employment. They learnt TV 
repair on a government training scheme. Now 
they run Alpha Omega’ — a co-operative 
business of their own, repairing TVs and hi-fi. 
They're free to work the way they want, and are 
@ranching out into audio design. 

Aworkers’ co-op is a business owned and 
controlled by the people who work in it; they 
share the work, the decisions — and the profits. 

You don’t need huge sums of money. You don't 
have to take over an existing business. There 
don’t have to be a large number of people — as 
few as two can start a co-op. 

Hackney Co-operative Developments gives free 
help to local people who want to set up workers’ 
co-ops. If you have an idea for a workers’ co-op, 
or if you'd like to find out more about working in 
one, come and see us and we'll give you the 
assistance you need. 


“with the help of Bootatrap Enterprises 


Co-ops are working 


We will 
* explain what a workers’ co-op is 

* help you to discover if your idea would make 
a profitable business 


* help you apply for the £1000 setting-up grant 
from the council 

* help you with the legal side 

* help you with finance and book-keeping 

* . give you advice on finding premises 

* help you contact other people who want to 
form a co-op 


Call Ingrid, Janet, Malcolm or Marshall on 
01-884 3745 


HACKNEY 
CO-OPERATIVE 
DEVELOPMENTS 


16 Dalston Lane, London E8 SAZ 
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DANGER~RADIOACTIVITY 


The GLC and Hackney, 
Camden, Islington and 
‘Brent borough councils all 
collaborated to promote 
"Nuclear Awareness Week" 
last month. 


The campaign included 
exhibitions and public 
meetings to focus public 
attention on the transport 
of nuclear-waste through 
‘the densly populated boroughs 
of inner London. 


Every few days waste from 
the Sizewell and Bramwell 
reactors in Suffolk is ship- 
ped by train in large metal 
and concrete flasks. On 
their way to the Windscale 
processing plant: in Cumbria 
the waste containers travel 
via Stratford and Dalston 
Junction, then across the 
North London Line to Willes- 
den. The flasks often sit 
unattended in railway marshal- 
ling. yards along the way. 


Windscale 


Hackney Council is not 
sotisfied with British Rail 
and Central Electricity 
.Generating Board emergency 
preparations. The two auth- 
orities have so far refused 
to discuss contingency plans, 
even though an escape of 
radiation would force a 
large-scale evacuation. 


At a public meeting in 
Homerton library on 22 March, 
Firebrigade Union steward 
Jinmy Fitzpatrick echoed 
this concern. His union 
affiliated to the Anti- 
Nuclear Campaign when mem- 
bers learned of the nuclear 
waste shipments. The waste 

“has been carried by train 
for 20 years, yet the 
Firebrigade had been kept 
in the dark and had not 
been »rorerly briefed on 
emercency proceedures. 

The CEGB safety director's 
instructions are: "In the 
event of an incident the 
British Rail driver will 
notify this office. The 
Police and Energency 
Services will be notified 
if necessary." It is not 
known whether there have 
been any incidents, since 
the CEGB strictly controls 
all information about waste 
transport. 


"They're virtually a law 
unto themselves," commented 
Fitzpatrick. "They even 
have their own police force." 


Nuclear Awareness Week is 
an urgent reminder of the 
Thatch »r government's crazed 


Dungeness 


conuittment to build 10 
Pressurised Water Reactors 
in Britain. It was a PWR 
design that went so disas- 
terously wrong at Three Mile 
Island in 1979. 


If, as seems likely, the 
Sizewell public enquiry 
endorses the government's 
decision, even more dangerous 
and unstable waste will be 
directed through Hackney. 


Dr Keith Lichman empha- 
sised the wider context of 
the anti-train campaign: 


"We can't be satisfied 
if these shipments are just 
kicked out of our boroughs.” 
The nuclear fuel cycle kills 
people in every phase: from 
uranium miners dying of 
cancer in Namibia, Australia 
and the United States to 
unsuspecting Cumbrians who 
suffer the same fate down 
the rail line near Windscale. 


ROUTES OF TRAINS CARRYING NUCLEAR 


WASTE THROUGH LONDON 


Sizewell and 
Bradwell 
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The end product of the 
so-called "peaceful" nuclear 
energy industry is plutonium, 
which is used to manufacture 


atomic weapons. "You've got 
to be one side or the other 
of the whole nuclear cycle," 
said Dr-Lichman. To stop 
nuclear waste shipments 
through Hackney we must set 
our minds to dismantling 
the whole nuclear-death 
complex. 
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Amnesty 
appeal 


Hundreds of thousands 

of people have been 
murdered by government 
forces in their countries 
in the past decade. The 
deaths continue. Day 
after day security forces, 
"death squads" and govern- 
mental assassins are 
carrying out these 
deliberate and illegal 
killings. 

Well known political 
figures have been publicly 
assassinated. Whole 
villages have been wiped 
out, and the news has not 
reached the outside world 
for weeks or months. In 
countries ranging from 
Kampuchea and Guatemala to. 
Indonesia and Uganda, from 
El Salvador and Chile to 
Indie and the Philippines, 
political opponents have 
been murdered. Archbishop 
Oscar Romero of El Salvador, 
killed in his cathedral 
three years ago this week, 
was one such victim. 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, the 
worldwide human rights move-— 
ment, has just launched an 
intermational campaign to 
prevent these killings. The 
local Hackney group of 
Amnesty International will 
be taking part by distribu- 
ting leaflets, sending 
appeals to governments 
responsible for such killings 
and trying to raise the 
awareness of ordinary people 
to these horrific abuses of 
human rights. 

This is just one of the 
campaigns of the Hackney and 
Islington Amnesty group. 

The group's over 50 members 
are also working for the 
release of Tawfig Zalkha, 

a student imprisoned 
without charge or trial 

in Syria. The group has 
worked for Reshat Drhemilev, 
a Crimean Tartar in the 
Soviet Union, and Ariel 
Garcia Nunev, a trade union- 
ist in Uruguay, who were 


~ both released during 


1982. 
The group is also 
“collecting signatures 
for a Universal Amnesty 
for All Prisoners of 
Conscience - people 
imprisoned throughout 
the world for their ideas 
or beliefs who have not 
used or advocated 
violence. Signing this 
appeal to be presented to 
the United Nations and 
to all heads of govern- 
ments on Human Rights Day 
1983 is one way for every-— 
one to express their belief 
in fundamental human rights. 
If you would like to know 
more about Amnesty Inter- 
natiohal's campaign for 
the release of prisoners of 
conscience and for the 
abolition of torture and 
the death penalty, contact 
the Secretary, Islington & 
Hackney Amnesty Group, 
Flat 13, 68/70 Queens Drive, 
N4 tel: 800 7437. 


DANGER FROM 
LOCAL VEG? 


Evidence of »the threat that 
lead poses to health continues 
to build up. A survey carried 
out by the Department of the 
Environment in 1981 found 
that thousands of children 
have enough lead in their 
bodies to damage their 
intelligence. Another survey, 
by the University of Aberys— 
twyth for CLEAR, showed that 
there was a significant level 
of lead in vegetables grown 
in the inner London area. 

Nevertheless, the Goverm-— 
ment continues to assert that 
‘there is no general problem 
of excessive exposure to 
lead'. (Giles Shaw, Junior 
Environment Minister) 

The Governmet's complace- 


SEH 


s 


ncy is based on its reliance 
on a European Community 
directive which fixed the 
tiaximum safety level for 
lead in the blood as 35 
iaicrogranmes per 100 mille- 
litres. But a number of 
signs indicate that this 
level is not safe. Although 
evidence on the damage lead 
does at lower concentrations 
is not yet conclusive, 
research in several countries 
is pointing the same way: 
that body lead levels as low 
as 13 to 14 microgrammes 
can reduce IQ development 
by two to seven points. 
Indeed, it does not sound 
as if the Government's own 
civil servants are entirely 
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confident of the directive's 
accuracy. Investigations 
were carried out recently by 
local authorities, on the 
advice of the Department of 
the Environment itself, into 
sources of pollution where 
blord levels above 25 
microgranmes were found. 

And damage to children - 

IQ deficits of up to five 
points - has been found with 
blood level readings of 14 
microgranmes by research 
teams in London and 
Southampton. 

Even taking the Department 
of Environment's own safety 
limit of 25 microgranmes, 
its report does not look 
particularly reassuring. 
Among others, 11 per cent 
of men in Archway Road, 
Islington and 12 per cent 
of men in Bath Road, Bristol 
(but no women) had concent— 
rations higher than 25%. 

One can only assume that 
children, who tendto be more 
affected by lead than adults, 
would have an even higher 
level. 

The report on vegetables 
grown in the London area 
showed very clearly the 
widespread effect that petrol 
fumes are having on our 
environment. Up to 30 per 
cent of the vegetables grown 
in the inner city area were 
found to be contaminated by 
lead. Washing helped to 
reduce the amount of lead on 
roots and leaves but did not 
render them completely safe. 
The message was clear: if you 
are pregnant or feeding young 
children, do not grow your 
own vegetables. Buy them 
from a greengrocer. And 
hope, presumably, that his 
supplies do not cane from 
near a main road. 
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REDPRINT 
REACTIONS 


Thursday 24 March was the 
day that the local groups 
affiliated to Hackney Comm- 
unity Action got together to 
discuss and thrash out their 
response to the redprint on 
the decentralisation of Coun- 
cil Services. 

The Redprint contains lots 
of good points, particularly 
the assertion that the staff 
of neighbourhood centres 
should be accountable to a 
democratically-elected body 
of local representatives that 
would play an increasingly 
important role in controlling 
the Council's services and 
resources. 


But already there is doubt 
about this commitment and 
indeed the future of the 
Redprint and the whole "Going 
Logal" programme - as we 
showed in our front page 
article. But even the Red- 
print as it stands leaves 

_Many questions without det- 
ailed answers. There are 
many points of view on the 
decentralisation process 


and criticisms of the Redprint. 


A few which spring to mind 
include: 


— with an average of 70 
workers and services includ- 
ing housing , social services, 


environmental services, ad- 
vice, catering, books, print- 
ing etc. these will still be 
fairly large places. How 
informal, welcoming and re— 
sponsive will the be in 
practice? 


— where will the neig$hbour-— 
hood centres be located? 

How will the redeployment and 
and training of the workers 
take place? 


- how will elections to the 
neighbourhood canmittee take 
place so that they are not 
dominated by community 
activists and white, middle 
class; middle-aged males? 
How will those ordinary 
people currently disillusion- 
ed and apathetic towards the 
council be drawn in? 


- is it morally right that 
tennants should have to fight 
for their rights in a forum 
of the whole conmmity? A 
council has two main funct-— 
ions: that of a landlord 

(to 75% of the population 

in Hackney) and the more 
general local authority role 
as a provider of services to 
the entire population. Alre- 
ady there is considerable 
blurring of the two functions 
(as is shown by our recent 
articles on how rents are 


Demo against 


Opposition to. the planned cut- 
backs in Hackney's health 
services continues to mount. 


On 28 March, the Monday before _ 


Easter, a demo outside the 
District Health Authority's 
Hoxton headquerters demanded 
that the decision 'to close 
St Leonards be reversed. 


Services in Hackney have 
never been more than ade- 
quate, but the new plans 
will leave no emergency 
hospital services anywhere 
between Homerton and Barts, 
leaving local people to cope 
with all the difficulties 


of transport that this will 
mean. 

The cuts, voted for oly 
by people who live outside 
the borough, are at present 
being put into a consultation 
document. A three-month 
consultation programme will 
follow its publication. 

Meanwhile the Hackney 
Health Emergency campaign is 
organising junble sales, 
meetings and petitions, and 
getting together with 
pensioners' and other groups 
to explain exactly what the 
implications of the plan 
are for them. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


oe 2 Provides basic skills for unemployed local people. 


Please support us -~ come to our shop for good value restored 


furniture, upholstery, vacuum cleaners, fridges, cookers, 
washing machines and televisions - or ring 249 9462 and 


donate your unwanted household goods. 
Ashwin Street -Deiston Junction 


being used to support the 
rates). In Going Local may 
we be further blurring the 
division to the tennants dis-— 
advantage? 


The discussion at the HCA 
Open Meeting covered many of 
the issues where there is 
cause for concern and where 
no satisfactory solution has 
been spelled out. A good 
general statement of intent 
is to be welcomed, but what 
about the practical implen- 
entation of the programme? 


Again it was pointed out 
that local neighbourhoods 
and wards rarely coincide, 
that people will get dis- 
illusioned if results are 
not forthcoming, etc. As 
one speaker said, the Labour 
party won the election and 
have the right to decide - 
the point is do WE want THEM 
to decide for US? 


The mood of the meeting was 
obvious and concluded with 
the passing of a resolution 
stating what the camunity 
groups wanted to see:- 


"We believe that the policy 
of the services controlled 
by the neighbourhood centres 
should be determined by a 
democratically elected body 
of local representatives made 
up as follows; representatives 
from local groups, trades 
unions, local political par- 
tiesand that there should be 
reservetions for women and 
ethnic groups. We also re- 


cognise the need for a con- 
tinuing,; thriving, autonomous 
voluntary sector and indep- 
endent organisations in the 
borough." 


Hackney Community Action 
feels that the next round of 
public consultation should go 
ahead as soon as possible - 
but the danger is that if the 
second draft is left to the 
council's Political research 
unit, the neighbourhood 
committees may be left with- 
out any real power to make 
local decisions on the things 
that matter to us. 


The rent decision 


Council rents up by 85p, 
ex-GLC rents cut by only 85p 
and a rate rise of 9.7%. 
That was the outcome of last 
months council meeting. 


Last month HPP reported on 
the hopes for no increases 
in HBC rents and a 40% cut 
in GLC rents. So what went 
wrong? Clearly we were right 
to raise doubts about the 
Officers reluctance to fall 
below the average London in- 
creases. But that does'nt 
explain why the council fail- 
ed to take the political 
initiative here. Especially 
so when the GLC has said that 
it would be sympathetic to 
the council should they dec- 
ide to equalise rent levels. 
It seems that this sympathy 
has fallen little short of 
a virtual guarantee that 
the GLC would pick up the 
tab if Hackney Council were 
to take a stand for tennants 
rights. 


WHAT WENT WRONG 


The Council Leadership's 
desire for an 85p increase 
succeeded due to heavy lobby- 
ing of councillors. For 
instance Finance Officers 
addressed Labour Group meet- 
ings saying that extra money 
‘was necessary for the Counci- 
1's plans this year. The 
vote on the overall package 
was 32 in favour,13 against 
with 11 abstentions. 


But why is this extra 
money required? Why does 
it have to came from the © 
rents? The two main reasons 
seem to be the Leaders desire 
to keep the rate rises below 
the 10% double figure barrier, 
and a desire to keep £4 mill- 
ion aside for “uncommitted 
growth'' this year. 


On the rates side, Terry 
Robinson of the Federation 
of Hackney Tennants Associat— 
ions feels that Anthony Kend- 


all has become so fixated with 


keeping to a single figure 
rate increase that he has 
been blinded to other possi-. 
bilities.. But even here 
there may have been a pol- 
itical misjudgement for in 
the eyes of most people 9.7% 
is going to be viewed as 10%. 
Both rent and rate payers 
will be unimpressed. 


As for the £4 Million 
budget for uncommitted 
growth, we can only assume 
that this has been put aside 
to finance the "Going Local" 
plans. The Council does not 
want the programme to fail 


due to lack of finance. This 
is understandable, but £4M? 
In one year? How can such a 


sum be spent WISELY when there 


has as yet not been a break- 
down of costs, plans for 
acquiring buildings etc.? 


THE FUTURE 


Where do we go from here? 
The Council will no doubt 
see this as the end of the 
matter. But as far as the 
Fed is concerned it isn't! 
Although rate levels can't 
be altered for another year 
there is nothing to prevent 
rents being changed at any 
time. So the fight goes on. 
Pressure will continue to be 
put on the council to either 
reduce rents - or to make 
sure that all the money coll- 
ected is actually spent on 


improving housing standards, 
and not to subsidise the 
rates as we revealed in last 
months HPP. 


A rational basis for future 
rent levels needs to be work- 
ed out. It would help here 
if all reports to the Council 


carried financial implications 


attached to them. How mueh 
the project will cost and 
wnere the money is to come 
from. Some councillors are 
begining to realise that they 
do not understand where all 
the money comes from and that 
they are ‘being conned by the 
officers. One example is the 
case of the Alexander National 
housing in Finsbury Park. 


. The Council took a decision 


to reduce the excessive rents 
here. Many thought they 
would be halved. Many 
months later when a reduction 
was finally made councillors 
were shocked to find that 
the real rent reduction 
ammounted to only 30p. 


More information about 
finances could also benefit 


the anti-cuts campaign. 
Ultimately the essential 
mobilisation of public supp- 
ort may depend on people 
being aware of where the 
money is coming from and 
how it's loss will affect 
them, rather than bland 
assertions to help a remote 
council in its ideological 
battle against the Tory 
Government. 
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Who is 4 for? 


On SaturGay 12 “arch a six- 
hour cenference entitlea 
‘Channel 4 -in the East End” 
took plece in the Ric 
cinema. Smont the groups 
present were delegates rep- 
resenting the homeless, 
ethnic minorities, Task 
Force, the disabled, Work- 
ers co-ops, youth clubs, etc 
as well es various interested 
individuals from Hackney, 
Tower Hamlets anc Islington. 
Representing C4 were Derek 
Jones, educational liaism 
officer ana Carol Haslem, 
commissioning editor for 
Ccocumsntary series. 

In their opeming remarks 
they explainea the various 
Gelights of the channel such 
as its non-hieracnicel chain 
of conmand canpared with the 
other TV caupanies ,, positive 
achievements so far etc. 
However, they were also 
quite candid.about their 
numerous problems, many of 
which seem to be associated 
with the contradiction be- 
tween wenting tc provide a 
community sevice and put on 
experimentel. progranmes on 
the one hena, set against 
the need for comercial 
viacility om the other. 
Attention wes Grawn to this 
py references to the censorship 
of a portion of "The animals 
fil" by the IBA ana the 
furore surrounding Keith 
Allen's resicnation fram 
"Whatever you want". One 
‘ is also reminded of the 
incongruous juxtaposition 
of progranmes on topics of 
social concern being inter- 
spersed with commercials for 
Soenish villas. Other 
important points raised 
concered the difficulties 
facec Sy material fran 
independent sources in 
getting airtime and tne 
enthusiasm with which the 
use of venues like the Zio 
as local TV resource centers 
‘would be receives ‘sy C4. 

At the enc of this segment, 
the conference was split into 
three groups to participate 
in two workshop sessions. 
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Among the topics discussed 
were education, multi- 
culturel, independent film 


and video and current affairs. 


As delegate representing 
Hackney Unemployed Media 
Scheme, it was decided that 
those most appropriate for 
attention were cocumentaries 
and youth. 

Some interesting points 
were raised, ‘such as the wey 
in which the technology of 
the media has acquired a 
mystique similar ot that 
possessed by literacy in the 
middle ages and the need to 
put this technology in the 
hands of ordinary psople. 
Attention was also drawn to 
the way in which programmes 
aimed at the young people 
concentrated almost entirely 
on issues related to 
consurerism. 

At the beginning of the 
afternoon session various 
points or contention were 
raised such as the lack of 
representation of the Bengali 
cammunity in the channel's 
Esien programming, items by 
and for the unemployed, access 
for disasled groups and 
the failure up till now of 
c4 to provide progranmes for 
otf-air use by interested 
parties. 

The conference then 
Givided into two discussion 
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groups to sum up the issues 
and requirements arising from 
the moming sessions. © 
reconvening, it was decided 
that there were two main areas 
of concem. The first was 

to form an umbrella co-ordin- 
ating vody to represent all 
the groups concemed and 
liaise with C4. This has now 
been cone under the provision- 
al title of the Fast ind 
Media Forum. The second was 
for the need to look beyond 
C4 to all facets of the mass 
media with particular atten- 
tion to the need for access 
to the forthcoming cable 
initiatives. 

All-in-all the day was 
well spent but it remains 
to be seen whether anything 
positive will emerge or 
whether March 12 will end up 
consigned to the talking-shup 
Gustbin of history. 

Finally, why in a confere 
ence entitled ‘Channel 4 in 
the East End' was there 
representation from Isling- 
ton but none from Newham? 

One is tempted to suspect 
a trendy conspiracy. 


East End Media Forum can be 
contacted c/o Andrew Duncan 
Free Form, 38 Dalston Lane, 
London £8. 


John Gillam 


Putting on the style 


Improve your coffee table 
(if you own one) with the 
latest publication from 
Freeform, Hackney Community 
Action and the borough 
Planning Department. 


The three agencies have 
collaborated to produce 
Improving Hackney, a glossy 
booklet that celebrates 
Inner City Partnership 
projects in the area. 


Barbara Wheeler-Early 
of Freeform said Improving 
Hackney was intended to 
"give people in the volun- 
tary sector ideas and to 
show how its been done in 
a number of situations." 


Improving Hackney is 
crammed with colour photo- 
graphs of local people work- 


ing on community gardens, for 
example on the Linzel Estate 
and at Daubeney Road. The 
booklet also shows improve- 
ments carried out to local 
churches and hospitals. It 
features local community 
landmarks like Caribbean 
House, Chat's Palace and 

the Rio cinema. 


Improving Hackney strikes 
a sad note however when it 
highlights the face-lifted 
chest clinic at St Leonard's 
in Hoxton Street. The 
District Health Authority 
has since voted to close 
down the hospital (see HPP 
cover story, January 1983). 


If you would like a copy 
of rovi Hackney, 
contact the Planning Dept 
on 253 8455. 


Two years of support 


canteen on redundancy rights, 
adult education courses and 
information on workers' 


January 1983 marked the campl- 
etion of the first two years 
of life of the’ Trade Union 
Support Unit - years which 
saw the Unit's two workers 
involved in a range of 
activities: research, camr 
paigning, organisation and 
other support for local 
trade unionists, on top of 
all the back-up administra- 
tion these activities needed. 

Valuable and necessary 
though these activities are, 
however, they are not what 
the founders of the unit 
hoped it would achieve when 
it was planned. To quote an 
early circular: 

"A trades council support 
unit working in conjuction 
with local union branches 
could help the trade union 
movement to ensure that the 
economic regeneration of 
Hackney will be in the inter- 
ests of working people." 

The economic regeneration 
the circular spoke of was 
that expected to follow from 


the Partnership status awarded 


to Hackney in 1978, when it 
seemed that goverment was 
fully committed to restoring 
inner city areas to life. 
However even before the 
Tories came to power in 1979 
it began to look as if there 
would be a long, hard 
struggle. Only the Manpower 
Services Cammission and the 
Department of the Environment 
showed any interest in part- 
nership, and the Council, in 
the action it did take, 
appeared more concemed with 


supporting employers than with 


the effect any action might 


have upon employees. 
With the Tories at West- 


minster, it soon became 

plain that the unit's function 
would be rather different from 
that first envisaged. All 

its energies, far from helping 
with regeneration, have been 
put into stopping damage being 
done wherever it could. Many 
of its activities ahve been 
based round local trade union 
campaigns. 


Major campaigns 


The unit has worked closely 
with local unions to develop 
an alternative economic 
strategy. This depends upm 
the public sector taking a 
major role in investment and 
the development of criteria 
for judging economic progress 
other than competitive 
success, such as social 
usefulness, the preservation 
of human skills in the face 
of advancing technology and 
improverents in the quality of 
working life. 

Another important ar ea of 
action has been the unit's 
recruitment drives with NUTGW 
in the clothing industry, 
making contact with a number 
of diffferent ethnic conmuni- 
ties. Workers have been 
contacted in all kinds of 
ways - through their own press 
cinema and community centres. 
The many lay-effs have however 
put pressure on workers to 
drop their union membership. 

The unit also played a part 
during the closure of Lesneys. 
It convened meetings of shop 
stewards to assess the possi- 
bilities of saving jobs, but 
finding that recu:dancies 
were inevitable, it organised 
sessions in the factory 


During the health workers 
dispute, the mit involved 
itself in the Hackney Trades 
Council's activites, organis- 
ing leaflets, pickets, 
collections and public 
meetings. Since the end of 
the dispute, the unit has 
been helping in the battle 
against the district health 
plan to cut health services, 
in particular the closure of 
St Lemards. 

Other activities have 
included the promotion of 
three-day introductory 
courses for women trade 
unionists, maintaining 
links with the Clapton 
factory of Metal Box and 
examining the issues round 
training, especially that 
of young people. The report 
on the repairs. service, writ- 
ten with stewards from the 
Direct Labour Organisation 
and the Hackney Federation of 
Tenants' Associatims now 
forms the basis of the 
Council's reorganisation of 
housing services; and a 
broadsheet of facts and 
arguments needed for 
bargaining was sent out 
to shop stewards for 
three months to help 
them in their negotiations. 

All-tn-all, the achieve- 
ments of the wit in its 
brief existence have been 
msot impressive. With the 
two additimal staff who 
are to be recruited shortly, 
Hackney trade unionists can 
look forward to even more 
assistance in the future. 
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Cinema N16. 254 2485 


Thurs 31 March for 12 days 
ROBIN HOOD 2.30, 4.55 &7.15 


3 April One day only 
ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW 
4.55:-& 8.30 and YOUNG 
FRANKENSTEIN 6.30 


ASTRA . 
T19 Stoke Newington Rd. 
N16 254 0046 


Ring cinema for Programme. 
DEATH HUNT & 
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107 Kingsland High St,E8 
Tel : 


254 6677 


SUNDAY 3 
anus ey YILMAZ GONEY 


Live on stage, the amazing POOKIESNACKENBURGER 
plus the film LIVE A LIFE starring The Beat, 
Black Slate and Tom Robinson. Tickets £2.00 
(UB40s free!) Starts 7.30pm. 


SUNDAY 
3 
APRIL 


THU 7 CINEMA CLOSED 


See below SUNDAY 10 


eee renga 
Draught ff mays Contra act iets 
Ouvected by Michael 


A film by PETER GREENAWAY 
starriny ; ANTHONY HIGG INS JANE TSUZMAN ANNE LOUISE LAMBERT 
MICHAEL NYMA\ 


& Peter Greenway's A WALK THROUGH H 7.30 


The Nichtot 
San Lorenzo... 


18 
LUCKY LUCIANO 7.00 


MON 17 to SAT 16 
CHARLOTTE’S WEB 
A wonderful animal 
feature film. 
Alilm by 
PAOLO and 
VITTORIO TAVIANI 


plus Cartoons. 2.00pm 
EASTER HOLIDAY MATINEE 


PRIDAY 22 
ROMEO AND Ju.iet *S 


Leonard Whiting Olivia Hussey 
Dwected by Franco Zeftirelli 


2.00pm 


i ' 
& Francesco Rosi's ALL TICKETS 4% PRICE! 


SUNDAY 24 
The GLC. NUCLEAR BUNKER PARTY comes to the RIO!!! 
Featuring Fourteen Karat Soul (from New York) & 
Dis-band. Plus the film REEFER MADNESS! Tickets: 
£2 & £1 from Rio in advance or on door. 7.30pm 


Gillo Pontecorva’s = 2.25 
BATTLE Roman Polanski's 


OF TE s's 2.00 


vith Nastassia Kinski. 
ALGIERS :: ‘ 


ALL TICKETS 4 PRICE! 


3 DAYS IN SZCZECIN 3.15 
+ Wajda's KANAL 4.45 
+ speakers including 
Tarig Ali, Paul Foot. 
See over for details. 


FRIDAY 29 


and and Thur 7 April RIO closed 
PEPE LE MOKO , He THE PATRIOT GAME for installation of new 
(Thu Fri Sat) “* (Sun Mon Tue Wed) 7-9°B projector & Dolby sound 
TICKETS: £2.00 (Under 15s, OAPs, UB40s_ £1.00) 
ADVERTISEMENT 


BON - TON’ ROULET 


* APRIL BANDSTAND x 


LIME HOUSE 


‘Five Piece, All-Girl Rock Band 


WEDNESDAYS SOUTHERN COMFORT £1.00 


‘Blues & Soul — featuring JOAN DAVIS from Washington D.C.’ 


HANK WANGFORD 250 


THURSDAY 7th 
‘Alternate weeks of pain and sorrow’ 
THURSDAY 14th G . T. M 0o # E & THE tticds: 
THURSDAY 21st HAN K WANG FO RD £2.50 
THURSDAY 28th CAROL GRIMES £1.50 
FRIDAYS JUICE ON THE LOOSE £1.50 
SATURDAYS BIG ” CHi E E £1.50 
‘featuring ART THEMEN AND JOHN FRY’ 
SUNDAY 3rd DA i GAM BA £1.30 
‘Latin Soul. Powerful female vocalists’ 
SUNDAY 10/17/24th * R E od U B Li Cc * £1.50 


10 piece ‘Afro-Caribbean Joi De Vivre’ 


——————————— EES ey 
Reduced Admission most nights for claimants and students 
on production of UB.40 or student-union identity cards. 


-171 Buses 


Manor House Tube 141 


Theatre 


HALF MOON THEATRE 
213 Mile End Road, E1. 


790 4000 
Sun 10 April REGULAR BAND+ 
THE COPY. .8 p.m., £2.50 


14*16 April FOR COLOURED 
GIRLS WHO HAVE CONSIDERED 
SUICIDE WHEN THE RAINBOW 

IS ENOUGH by Ntozake Shange 
8 p.m. £2.00 Free to 
Unemployed if available. 


16 April BENEFIT FOR ROACH 
FAMILY SUPPORT COMMITTEE with 


the Black Theatre Co-op 3 p.m. 


£1.50 50p Unemployed. 
From 26 April 
JASPER RIDLEY. 


THEATRE ROYAL 
Gerry Raffles Square E15. 
534 0301 


1-16 April 

WELCOME HOME JACKO by 
Mustapha Matura, with 
Malcolm Fredericks, Victor 
Ramero Evans and Chris 
Tummings from No Problem. 
£1-£5 8 p.m. 


Hull Truck in 


From 26 April 


by Daniel Mornin. Admiralty 
Warning: language is a bit 
strong. £1-£5 8 p.m. 


3, 10 and 17 April TOM 
ROBINSON. 8 p.m. 


£3.50 on night, £3 in advance 


24 April GLC NUCLEAR BUNKER 
PARTY with Tom Robinson, 
Benjamin Zephariah and extra 
guests. 


LITTLE ANGEL MARIONETTE 
THEATRE 

14 Dagmar Passage, Cross St. 
N1. 226 1782 


2-17 April . THE NINE POINTED 
CROWN Ey Frank Wells 

3 p.m. daily, extra 11 a.m. 
show on Saturdays. Then 
23-24 April and 

30 April-1 May 

Admission: Mornings; Adults 
£1.50 Children £1. Afternoon: 
Adults £2.25 Children £1.50 


Music 


HACKNEY MUSICIAN'S COLLECTIVE 
Live bands at the White Hart, 
Clapton Pond (by Lea Bridge 
Roundabout) . 


Wed 6 April SICK MAN OF EUROPE 
e April RECESSION 
WALKING WOUNDED+ 


Wed 20 April 
THE NICE PEOPLE 


Wed 27 April MONTH IN THE 
COUNTRY 

Sundays _10,17,24 April and 
1 May KDOWN JETS 


IRISH CENTRE 
Murray St, 


Fri 8 April CAROLE GRIMES & 
HIGHLIFE INTERNATIONAL 8 pm 
£3 Waged, UB40 £1.50. 


Organised by Islington Troops 
Out Movement. 


SHORT OF MUTINY 


off Camden Rd, NW] 


T’sS 


ADVERTISEMENT 


PALACE 2 


ON 


APRIL CALENDAK 


Important: As Chats Palace has a club licence all users of the building must be 


members or their guests. 


Fri 1 Pyramid Uprising. A benefit for Pyramid Arts with Jimmy Scott, 

8pm Clive “Sweet-tooth” Roper, Deborah Maxine Badoo, Frederick 
Williams Casanova and Peoples Unlimited. 

£2/£1 unwaged. 

Sat 2 Inner City Theatre Company present “Pavements in the Sky” by 

8pm by Les Davidoff. £2/£1 unwaged. 

Sun 3 Lunchtime Jazz with Ruthie Smith, Julia Doyle and Alistair Gavin. 

Noon Free. 

Wed 6 _ Louisboogienight in the bar with Louis Freeform Fingers O'Neil. 

8pm . 

Thurs 7 Entertainments in the Bar with Claire Dowie, comic poet — 

8pm Free. 

Fri 8 Youth Night with Soul and Reggae bands, disco and competitions 

8pm £1. 

Sat 9 Chats Palace Music Hall presents “Old Pals Variety Night” 

8pm with host, Ken Baker. £2/£1 unwaged. 

Sun 10° Noon, Lunchtime Jazz with the Rae James Quintet. Free. 

Tues 12 7.30pm. Under 17’s disco. 25p. 

Wed 13. Louisboogienight with Louis Freeform Fingers O'Neil 

8pm 3 

Thurs 14 Chats Palace presents Rare Earth — an evening of dance. 

8pm £2/£1 uhwaged. 

Fri 15 Benefit for the City and Hackney Association for Mental Health, 

8pm with Derek Carr + friends. 7 piece Mainstream Jazz band + 
Peanut Brittke — the band dentists recommend! £2/£1 unwaged. 

Sat 16 Benefit for Morningside Football Club with disco. 

7.30pm £2/£1 unwaged. 

Sun. 17 Noon Lunchtime Jazz with the Jazz Sviners. Free. 

Tues 19 7.30pm Under 17’s disco. 25p. 

Wed 20 it’sa Sheila of a night in the bar with Trad Jazz band to 

8pm celebrate Sheila Greenwoods 21st birthday. Boogie! Free. 

Thurs 21 Chats Senior Citizens Club presents “The Sunnysiders” 

1.30pm : 

8pm In the bar — music and madness from Skint “sometimes | 
wonder how | keep from joining BUPA” Video. Free. 

Fri 22 Tropic Music presents an evening of Reggae, Dub and Poetry 

8pm with Floyd Lloyd, Sweet Distortion, Ras Keith Drummond and 
more £2.50/£1.50 unwaged. 

Sat 23 Benefit for Hackney Marsh Fun Festival with Beachcombers 

8pm Barbeque and Ball. £2/£1 unwaged. 

Sun 24 Noon Entertainment in the bar with Tony Locantro. Free. 

Wed 27 8pm Louisboogienight. Free. 

Thurs 28 The Homerton Academy of Dramatic Arts HADA) 

Fri 29 and the Chats Arkestra present their latest 

Sat 30 blockbuster “Molefinger’. 

7.30pm £2/£1 unwaged. 

Sun 1st “Molefinger’ at the GLC May Day Festival 

May in Victoria Park, 


Community Jobs _ 


ALBION KIDS SHOW PLAY WORKER 
£7180 -£8575 p.a. inclusive. 
Our mobile play scheme needs 
a second worker who likes 
playing with kids, gets on 
with people and can perform 
at community events. 

You should drive (HGY III an 
advantage), have practical 
maintenance skills, and be 
ready to work. on your own 
initialtive and in a team. 


A lot of weekend and evening 
work is involved. 


Write to: Albion Kids Show 
c/o Hackney Play Association 
380 Old Street, E.C.1. 
Telephone: 739 2394 

Closing date for return of 
application forms 15th April 
(Interviews will be on 

29th April). 


HACKNEY ADVICE AND LAW CENTRE 
are looking for 2 project 
workers : 

a) An experienced housing 
worker to prepare a tenants 
rights handbook 

b) An experienced worker wit 
with knowledge of handicapped 
(both physical and mental) 
and mentally il] people's 
rights to provide casework 


Salary £8007-£9459 pa. 
For more information contact: 
Marian Protasiewicz, GLCABS 
31 Wellington Street, WC2 
370 6841. 
‘TEEN LT TO AE OEE SRE, 
Lonely Hearts 


EXCITING GIRLFRIEND wANTEG 
for kind, brainy, handsome 
man new to Hackney. Ring 
Lave on 985 7132 or write 
to BM Box 406, London WC1N 
3XX. 


to less than 94 people have 
now been arrested and charged 
in the wave of protest seen 
in Hackney streets since the 
death of Colin Roach, killed 
by a shotgun blast in the 
doorway of Stoke Newington 
police station on 12 January 
this year. Eight people 
were arrested; on the latest 
occasion, at a picket of 

Old Street Magistrates Court 
on Monday 28 tiarch, when a 
number of people arrested 

on previous occasions were 
due to appear in court. 

Mass arrests also took 
place two weeks before this, 
on Saturday 12 March, during 
and after a demonstration. 
Then 24 people were arrested, 
including Colin's father, 
James Roach, whose arrest 
is pictured on p.1, Tower 
Hamlets Councillor Dennis 
Twomey and Barnor Hesse 
of the Hackney Black People's 
Association, and one of the 
stewards on the march. 


This demonstration was 
peaceful until it reached 
Kingsland High Street, on 
its way to Stoke Newington. 


Then, near Ridley Road market, 


the police moved in. Eye 
witnesses said that the 
police appeared to have 
targetted those they wanted 
to arrest, and went straight 
for them, often four or 

five policemen per victim. 


witnesses saw no reason at all 


for the arrests. Dennis 
Twomey was driving the lorry 
which was leading the march. 


been charged with a variety 
of offences - have now formed 
a separate defence committee, 
a sub-committee™of the Roach 
Family Support Committee. 
they are continuing to demand 
an independent enquiry into 
Colin's death, and are also 
calling for the dropping of 
the charges against those 
arrested while protesting. 
Pickets have been called to 
attend every court appearance 
by peope charged during the 
protests; and these are 
listed below: 


All at Highbury or Old Street 
Magistrates Courts. 


APRIL 

- 6th loam Old Street 
7th loam, 2pm Highbury 
8th loam, 2pm Highbury 
10th loam, 2pm Highbury 
14th 10am, 2pm Highbury 
18th loam Old Street 
20th 10am Old Street 
MAY 
4th loam Highbury 
10th lOam, 2pm Highbury 
10th lOam, 2pm : 01d Street 
llth loam Old Street 


enquire into the treatment 
of the Roach family after 
their tragedy, and it will 
not enquire into the broader 
issue of police racism in 
Stoke Newington. 
in last month's HPP, in a 
report on the Hackney Council 


for Racial Equality's dossier 


on police treatment of black 
people, this has now reached 
crisis level. Only a full 
public enquiry - with terms 
of reference which have the 
confidence of the black 
community - will defuse this 
crisis. 


¢500 


CRUNCH 
FUND 


A 
Veep? 


WE'RE ALMOST THERE! That's 
the happy message from HPP's 
Crunch Fund this month. 

With £35 in donations and 

a profit of £47 from a 
benefit at Chats Palace on 
4th March, the Fund now 
stands at ‘£457. Therefore 


As we showe 


HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS 


The open editorial meeting 
fur the next issue of HACKNEY 
PEOPLE'S PRESS will be held 
at The Old Fire Station, 61 
Leswin Road, N16, at 8pm on 
Wednesday 13 April. If you 
would like to help write or 
produce the next issue then 
please come along. 


HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS is an 
alternative non-profit making 
monthly newspaper produced by 
an open group of people who 
live or work in Hackney. We 
publish the paper because we 
believe that Hackney needs an 
alternative to the commercial 


press to serve the real intere 


interests of its people. We 
have no editor and no share- 


we've only got two more 
teeth to black out in the 
diagram above and to 
reach our target of £500. 

Our most heartfelt thanks 
go to everybody who has 
donated so far. A list of 
these wonderful people 
appears below. If you 
haven't yet donated, PLEASE 
send us what you can afford 
now. We still have part of 
our debt to pay off, and 
every penny of the £500 is 
needed. 

We are still hoping that 
regular readers and suppor- 
ters will consider making 
a regular donation to HPP. 
A special Supporting 
Subscription to HPP costs 
you just £10 per year - and 
for this you get’ not only a 
copy of the paper each month 
but also a free invitation 
or ticket to any event we 


@«r would like to make a regular donation by Banker's Order. 


@ * I would like to have a Special Supporting Subscription to 


i ; ‘ : 
The police broke the window @ HPP. I have completed the: Banker's Order for a sum of 

of the lorry, and men pror @ at least £10 per year or £l per month. 

ceeded to pull him out through 

it, covering him with broken @ To: Bank PLC 

glass in the process. Further e@ 

people were arrested later it & (fill in name and address of your bank) 

the day, when they picketed ) 

outside City Road police ® Please pay to the account of Hackney People's Press, 
station to protest about e Co-operative Bank PLC, 78-80 Cornhill, London EC3V 3NJ,_ 
those people earlier arrested ie os (08-02-28) account number 67012154 the sum of £ 

who were being held there. The inquest into Colin's on the (date) 1983, and every month/year(delete 


whichever not applicable) on the same day thereafter until 
@ otherwise notified. 


@ your BANK A/c NO 


iInay of those charged have 
had very severe restrictions 
placed on them before they 
were allowed bail.. The police 
insisted that Dennis Twomey 
should pledge not to get 
involved in any march in 
Hackney before hie was released. 
He refused to give this pledge 
and was held for two days in 
custody until a hjudge ruled 
that this condition could not 


death is itself due to open 
on 18 April. The Home Office 
has made this clear that it é 
sees this as a substitute for i 

a full public enquiry. The @ *orR poo 
Roach Family Support Committee @ YOUR ADDRESS 
and the black communities of 6 

Hackney and Tower Hamlets do oer 
not. It may answer some of 


DATE 


Please send the completed form to HPP, 47a Grayling Road, 
London N.16, and we will send it on to your bank. 


the questions about some of 
the circumstances surrounding 
nis death, but it will not 


Mes 


OBVIOUSLY WE MUST SET 


up AN INDEPENDENT POoLicE 
MONITORING UNIT AS Soo) 


ZACCUSATIO 
BRUTALITY, UNPROVOKED 
ATTACKS ON INNOCENT FOLK, 
Ms CORRUPTION - ot 


ors 


THERE'S BEEN A LoT oF 
criticism LATELY oF THE ||. 


holders, and no one is paid 
by the paper. 


HPP is sold through various 
newsagents and shops through- 
out Hackney. If your newsagent 
doesn't sell it - and you 
think she or he would like to - 
then please contact us. We can 
arrange delivery on sale or 
return regularly at the be 
beginning of each month. 


If you enjoy reading HPP 

and think that more people 
should read it please get in 
touch with us if you are ; 
willing to sell a few copies 
to friends or neighbours or 
at meetings. Even if you 
don't have the time to get 
more fully involved, we would 
still be pleased to hear from 
you. 


2 TEETH! 


organise during the year. 


The most convenient way 


for you to pay over a 
regular sum is, of course, 
by Bankers Order. 
way we know we can rely on 

a certain amount of income 
each year - and you can rest 
easy, without worrying 

about our financial future! 


That 


TOTAL SO FAR 
Donors to Crunch. Fund: £457 


Lucy de Groot, Vickie Lukens, Brian Weller, 
Lorraine Tillett, Terry Robinson, Lou 
Eustace, Mervyn Jones, Felicity Harvest, 
Marie Lewis, Victoria Lubbock, Helen 
Rosenthal, Sue Griffith, Adam Griffith, 
Seona Redd, K. Jacobs, City & Hackney 
Health Branch NALGO, Chats Palace, Phil 
Maddock, Andrew Haig, Ken Worpole, 
Larraine Worpole, D.A. Kepper, Ian Haig, 
Hackney City Farm Project, Richard Bruce, 
Sarah Lefanu, TGWU/ACTS 1/1409 Branch, 
Declan Molloy, Stuart Weir, Barbara 
Simpkins, Paul Gordon, Jon Fuller, Hackney 
WEA, Anonymous, George Wintle, Hackney 
Action for Mentally Handicapped People, 
Hackney NALGO Branch, Althea Wilkinson, 
NUPE District Committee, Hackney Trades 
Council TU Support Unit, Kerry MacKenzie, 
Aggie MacKenzie, N. Foy, Sheila 
Rowbotham. A. Dudley, New River Branch 
Labour Party, Andreas Michaelides, Jane 
Ward, Springfield Project, J.Clift, 
Homerton Branch Labour Party, Sarah 

Mudd, All at 11 Albion Drive. 


COTTE TTT Tg 
@ Take out a subscription @ 
@ to HPP and guarantee 
regular delivery: Just 
@ send a cheque/PO for 
& £3.30 for one year's 
subscription to Hackney 
@ People's Press, 47a 
@ Grayling Road, N16. 


e Please make cheques 
payable to HACKNEY 
PEOPLE'S PRESS 


e: enclose a donation of 
to HPP's Crunch 


es) 
S 
S 
PS) 
& 
DH 
WH 
@000800608608 


Printed and published by 
Hackney People's Press, 

47a Grayling Road, London N16. 
Tel: O1-809 2889 (daytime 
messages) 01-806 9211 . 
(evenings and weekends). 


